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were the beginning of the Chinese navy. Later on,
Li Hung-chang constructed the Pei-yang and Nanyang
squadrons. It was due to his untiring efforts that
the navy continued to grow/3 etc., etc.

Closely studied, this Memorial is not so much a
testimony to the virtues and talents of Li Hung-chang
in his capacity as naval organiser as a proof of the
continuance under the Republic of those character-
istics which distinguished mandarin administration
under the Empire, of its infinite capacity for solemn
imposture, of " the unbroken continuity of ancient
traditions" upon which Yuan Shih-k'ai loved to
insist. For the Ministry of the Interior, in granting
the memorialists3 request, wisely observed that it
would not be right *e to check the enthusiasm and
patriotism of naval officers, but that, on the contrary,
in view of the critical situation of the country,
everything possible should be done by the Govern-
ment to encourage the martial spirit of naval men."
Thus the temple to the memory of Li becomes, in
fact (or would, if it were ever built), a monument to
the splendid persistence of mandarin traditions.
Surely his spirit," wandering by the Yellow Springs/'
must rejoice to know that even when the navy has
practically ceased to exist, its classic soul goes
inarching on, steadily following the ancient way.
Surely, also, he must chuckle genially, as was his
wont, at the characteristic conclusion of this matter,
in which the cloven hoof of a material purpose peeps
out from beneath the cloak of grateful veneration.

"The Ministry therefore proposes that a Club
should be erected for the officials of the Ministry of
the Navy, and a garden should be laid out within the
enclosure of the Club premises, with flowers and